Absolute ethanol injection of the adrenal artery: hypertensive reaction.
Transcatheter injection of 0.4 ml of absolute ethanol into the adrenal artery was performed in three Rhesus monkeys. The injection produced a mean increase of 60 mmHg in systolic blood pressure and 50 mmHg in diastolic blood pressure within two minutes. Hypertension was accompanied by cardiac arrhythmias (two monkeys) and sinus tachycardia (one monkey). These changes were probably related to an acute catecholamine release. Embolization of the inferior phrenic artery with Gelfoam powder produced only a mild blood pressure elevation in three monkeys (6 mmHg systolic pressure and 10 mmHg diastolic pressure).